460      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
ordered to send a division of troops to Baltimore and place them on sea-going vessels. These troops will be brought to Fort Monroe, and kept there on the vessels until you are heard from. Should you require them they will be sent to you.
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General
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From General Butler to General Grant
CIPHER.   Jan'y 3rd, 1865,10 A.M.
I HAVE seen my Chief Quartermaster at Fortress Monroe, whom I have ordered here for consultation on another matter. I think the boats will not be ready at Fortress Monroe till to-morrow morning. Is that so understood by you?
B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Headquarters, Dept of Virginia and North Carolina, Army of the Janes,
in Hie Field, January 3rd, 1865
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, commanding Armies of the United States
GENERAL: On the 7th of December last, in obedience to your orders, I moved a force of about 6,500 effective men, consisting of General Ames* division, of the Twenty-fourth Corps, and General Paine's division, of the Twenty-fifth Corps, under command of Major-General Weitzel, to an encampment near Bermuda. On the 8th the troops embarked for Fortress Monroe. On the 9th, Friday, I reported to Rear-Admiral Porter that the army portion of the conjoint expedition directed against Wilmington was ready to proceed. We waited there Saturday the 10th, Sunday the llth, and Monday the 12th. On lie 12th Rear-Admiral Porter informed me that the naval fleet would sail on the 13th, but would be obliged to put into Beaufort to take on board ammunition for the monitors. The expedition having become the subject of remark, fearing lest its destination should get to the enemy, in order to direct from it all attention, on the morning of Tuesday, the 13th, at 3 o'clock, I ordered the transport fleet to proceed up the Potomac during the day to Mathias Point, so as to be plainly visible to the scouts and signal men of the enemy on the Northern Neck, and to retrace their course at night and anchor under the lee of Cape Charles.
Having given the navy thirty-six hours' start, at 12 o'clock